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An Argentine court sentenced Chilean Enrique Lautaro Arancibia Clavel to life in prison for the
1974 assassination of former Chilean army chief Gen. Carlos Prats and his wife Sofia Cuthbert.
Meanwhile, the US government released the last batch of declassified documents regarding US
involvement in Chile before and after the 1973 coup. The documents brought renewed criticism of
US intervention in Latin America.
Gen. Prats and his wife were killed when their car blew up in front of their apartment in Buenos
Aires on Sept. 30, 1974. The two had gone into exile in Argentina following the military coup led
by Gen. Augusto Pinochet on Sept. 11, 1973. Arancibia Clavel, a former agent of the Chilean secret
police (Direccion de Inteligencia Nacional, DINA), was arrested in Argentina in January 1996 (see
NotiSur, 1996-01- 26, 1998-03-20). He was accused of being the link between the DINA and the
material authors of the crime.
During the trial, which began Oct. 9, Arancibia Clavel's lawyers argued that he was not in Buenos
Aires when the bombing occurred and that he had never worked for the DINA. The Chilean
government and lawyer Luis Moreno, representing the daughters of Prats and Cuthbert Sofia,
Cecilia, and Maria Angelica had argued for a life sentence. On Nov. 20, the court sentenced
Arancibia Clavel to life in prison. As he was leaving the courtroom, he yelled that the verdict was a
"political decision." His attorney said he would appeal.
If upheld, the sentence would keep Arancibia Clavel, 55, in prison until 2012, when he could request
an early release. This is the first "international" verdict issued by a court in South America in
connection with political crimes carried out through Operation Condor, the coordinated repression
by Southern Cone military regimes in the 1970s (see NotiSur, 1993-09-03, 2000-07-07).
The Prats' eldest daughter, Maria Angelica Prats, said she hoped that the verdict would help "bring
about the extradition" of Pinochet. The court, made up of Judges Jose Martinez Sobrino, Maria del
Carmen Roqueta, and Horacio Vaccare, has issued arrest warrants and requested the extradition of
Pinochet, Gens. Manuel Contreras and Raul Iturriaga Neumann, Brig. Gens. Pedro Espinoza Bravo
and Octavio Zara Holger, and civilians Maria Ines Callejas Ogores and Jorge Iturriaga Neumann.
Callejas was the wife of Michael Townley, convicted in a US court for the 1976 assassination in
Washington, DC, of former Chilean foreign minister Orlando Letelier and his aide Ronni Karpen
Moffitt (see NotiSur, 1991-12-11).
Townley, now under the US witness-protection program, admitted to Argentine Judge Maria Servini
de Cubria that he participated in the assassination of Prats, and he implicated Pinochet. Chile's
Corte Suprema will likely issue a temporary ruling blocking the extradition of Pinochet, Contreras,
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and Espinoza until Chilean courts have issued verdicts in the cases pending against them, legal
experts said.

Newly released documents bring Chilean protest
On Nov. 13, the US State Department released the latest batch of approximately 16,000 documents,
including 1,550 from the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), relating to US involvement in Chile in
the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. About 7,000 records had already been released since US President Bill
Clinton ordered the declassification in February 1999.
The White House said it released the documents to allow the public to judge for itself the extent to
which US actions undercut democracy and human rights in Chile. "Actions approved by the US
government during this period aggravated political polarization and affected Chile's long tradition
of democratic elections and respect for the constitutional order and the rule of law," said a White
House statement at the time of the final release.
"With these documents, the history of US intervention in Chile and our support for the Pinochet
regime can begin to be rewritten," said Peter Kornbluh, a Chile specialist at the National Security
Archive (NSA), a nonprofit policy center that has campaigned for the release of the documents.
The documents confirmed that, prior to the 1973 coup, the CIA secretly funded opposition parties
to undermine the government of President Salvador Allende (1970-1973). CIA funding for Partido
Democrata Cristiano (PDC) candidates began with the 1964 election of Eduardo Frei Montalva
(1964-1970). The documents also refer to Operation Condor and to a failed plot to assassinate former
President Patricio Aylwin (1990-1994).
A CIA document said the former head of the defunct Central Nacional de Informaciones (CNI),
retired Maj. Alvaro Corbala, had concocted a plan to assassinate then candidate Aylwin in 1989.
Several documents indicate US intelligence had information linking Pinochet to the Letelier
assassination, as well as to efforts by the Chilean military to cover it up.
A few weeks before the car-bombing that killed Letelier and Moffitt, Pinochet called then
Paraguayan dictator Alfredo Stroessner (1956-1989) to ask his help in obtaining passports for the
DINA agents Townley and Maj. Armando Fernandez who later carried out the assassination.
The US Embassy in Asuncion became suspicious and thwarted plans by the two to travel from
Paraguay. They finally traveled to the US on Chilean passports. Sam Buffone, a lawyer for the
Letelier family, said the documents offer "precise proof of the participation of Pinochet" in the
assassination. "This is a significant step toward [Pinochet's] indictment," said Buffone. "Gen.
Pinochet played a personal role in the issuance of those passports."
Citing this and other evidence, Kornbluh asks whether US government agencies were negligent
in not preventing the assassination. "How could the CIA have failed to detect and deter a terrorist
threat in the United States posed by its own asset [Contreras, former head of the DINA and CIA
informant]?" he asked, noting that the agency clearly knew about Operation Condor. "That question
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warrants a serious investigation." The documents paint a particularly sinister picture of Contreras.
A 1989 cable indicates he told the US Embassy he was prepared to expose Pinochet's alleged role
in the Letelier assassination, as well as the role of his son, "probably Marco Antonio," in drugsmuggling, in exchange for Washington helping him avoid trial in the Letelier case and in getting
unrelated murder charges against his son dismissed.
One document describes Contreras as "the most dangerous man in Chile" and concludes that
if he does not get away, "we cannot exclude the possibility of a Contreras-initiated terrorist act"
despite his retirement from DINA a full decade before (see NotiSur, 1995-10-27). Those involved
in unraveling US involvement in Chile say they now have access to the minutes of all meetings of
the Committee of 40, headed by former secretary of state Henry Kissinger and strongly supported
by then President Richard Nixon. The committee supervised covert actions aimed at preventing
Allende from assuming power in 1970.
But Kornbluh told CNN that other documents were still missing. One document indicates that in
1991 the CIA destroyed a file on Contreras, now serving a sentence in Chile for the Letelier-Moffitt
bombing. "The key questions are why were those files destroyed, why were they destroyed then,
and what was in them," said Kornbluh. "We cannot have a full record until all the documents are
released."
CIA officials have said the files would not have been useful to US Justice Department investigators
who are trying to determine whether Pinochet should be indicted for Letelier's murder. And they
said only a few documents were not released. "It is important to view these events in their proper
historical context," CIA spokesman Mark Mansfield said. "CIA activities were conducted within the
framework of what was US policy at the time, and covert actions were undertaken at the direction of
the White House and interagency policy coordination committees."

Chilean government accepts US explanation
On Nov. 15, the Chilean Senate asked President Ricardo Lagos to present a formal protest to
the US for the covert operations carried out in Chile during three decades. It also requested that
Lagos demand that the US publicly clarify whether the CIA "continues operating in some form
in Chile." The Senate pointed out that, during the entire three-decade period covered by the
declassified documents, "Chile maintained normal diplomatic relations with the US." Chilean
Foreign Minister Soledad Alvear said a note had been sent to the US, the second regarding the
declassified documents.
On Nov. 20, the Chilean government said it was satisfied with the US reply admitting it had
undermined Chilean democracy in the years surrounding the 1973 coup. "Chile's government is
satisfied with the US government's explanations, especially considering that the interference took
place during the Cold War," said Alvear. Concertacion lawmakers said the documents showed
that the worst repressors of the dictatorship had been trained at the US School of the Americas
(SOA). Partido por la Democracia (PPD) Deputy Laura Soto said on Nov. 23 that close to 500 Chilean
military received training at the SOA between 1970 and 1996, where "they were taught that torture
was valid." Soto said SOA participants included the heads of the organizations that directed the
repression: the DINA, the CNI, and the Direccion de Inteligencia del Ejercito (DINE). She said
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graduates include Pinochet, Argentine dictator Leopoldo Galtieri, and Bolivian President and former
dictator Hugo Banzer.
Soto called on the Chilean government to review the policies of cooperation with the US, as
well as the training courses at the SOA, renamed the Defense Institute for Hemispheric Security
Cooperation, at Fort Benning, Georgia, to which Chile continues sending its military. On Nov.
19, the family of US citizen Frank Teruggi, killed in Chile in 1973, asked the US government to
clarify whether US intelligence agencies passed his name and address to Chilean authorities in the
aftermath of the 1973 coup.
The released documents show the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had a file on Teruggi, whom
it considered a "subversive" because of his support for Allende. Teruggi was abducted by Chilean
military intelligence agents nine days after the coup. His body was later found in a makeshift
morgue, riddled with 17 gunshot wounds.
"There's never been any acknowledgment in all these years from the US government that it was
even aware of my brother in Chile before his death," said Janice Teruggi Page, the journalist's
sister. "Here's the evidence that they were quite aware of him. Who knows how much observation
was done of him from then up until the time of his death?" [Sources: CNN, The New York Times,
11/13/00; El Nuevo Herald (Miami), 11/15/00; Associated Press, 10/24/00, 11/13/00, 11/20/00;
The Miami Herald, 11/14/00, 11/15/00, 11/20/00; Inter Press Service, 11/13/00, 11/21/00; Reuters,
11/13/00, 11/22/00; Spanish news service EFE, 11/12-16/00, 11/21-23/00; Notimex, 11/15/00, 11/17/00,
11/19-21/00, 11/29/00]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 4 of 4

